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EXCELLABUST

INTRODUCTION

The Open-door events are dedicated to ensuring proper education based dissemination for bringing
marine robotics research closer to elementary and high-school children. All partners are experienced in
hosting this type of activities, and have organised a number of Open-door events where school children
from different parts of Croatia, Italy, Ireland and Spain were invited to visit the research labs and
participate in outreach activities, such as demonstration of equipment or workshops for school children.

These events significantly raise awareness of marine robotics research, and are ensuring long term sustainability
of the marine robotics research area in Croatia, as well as in partner countries.
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“OPEN-DOOR” EVENTS

Open-door events that took place from January 2016 to June 2017 are listed in Table 1. Various events were
organised in Croatia, Italy, Ireland and Spain, targeting elementary school children, high school children and
general public.

Table 1 Open-door events during M1- M18 period.

# EVENT DATE LOCATION PARTICIPANTS

1. Open-door event: More than 120 elementary 3 Feb 2016 Zagreb, Croatia UNIZG-FER
school students visit LABUST!

2. Open door event at CNR for high school 16 Feb 2016 Genova, Italy CNR
students!

3. Open-door event: EXCELLABUST presentation 9-10 May 2016 Zagreb, Croatia UNIZG-FER
for students at Job Fair

4. Open-door event in Limerick: Pint of Science 25 May 2016 Limerick, Ireland uL

5. UdG organizes R2B2 workshops for pupils March , April, May (2  Girona, Spain udG

events), July 2016

6. MaREI Open Days in June - Cork Harbour 5Jun 2016 Cork, Ireland UL
Festival

7. Open Days 2016 at University of Limerick, 20- 24 Oct2016 Limerick, Ireland UL
21 October

8. The Polytechnic School at the University of 28 Jan 2017 Girona, Spain udG
Girona hosts FIRST® LEGO® LEAGUE 2016

1. OPEN-DOOR EVENT: MORE THAN 120 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS VISIT LABUST!

The EXCELLABUST project organized an open door event on 3™ February
2016 at the University of Zagreb Faculty of Electrical Engineering and
Computing, in collaboration with JOBSTEM project. During the event, more
than 120 students from elementary school "Tin Ujevi¢" in Zagreb visited
Laboratory for Underwater Systems and Technologies (LABUST) and were
introduced to the area of marine robotics. The main goal of the visit was to
promote STEM fields to children and thus motivate them to pursue
education and careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
fields.

2. OPEN DOOR EVENT AT CNR FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!

CNR has organized on 16" February 2016 an open door event for high
school students. General description of CNR activities with respect to
robotics related research and development, as well as hands-on
demonstrations have been carried out. Furthermore visits to CNR
laboratories have been carried out.
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3. OPEN-DOOR EVENT: EXCELLABUST PRESENTATION FOR STUDENTS AT JOB FAIR

EXCELLABUST project organized the open-door event during Job Fair. The
project and LABUST laboratory were presented alongside the Laboratory for

Robotics and Intelligent Control Systems - LARICS and the Laboratory for

Autonomous Systems and Mobile Robots - LAMOR as part of the
robotics@fer.hr brand.
More than 2,000 students got a chance to get to know the laboratories'

members, their research and academia activities, and the equipment and technologies used.
Job Fair is a career fair that was held on 9th and 10th of May in the halls of the Faculty of Electrical Engineering
and Computing (FER), University of Zagreb (UNIZG), Croatia. It gathered the best students and companies in

the field of electronics, information technology and computing.

Photos are available in our Photo Gallery.

4. OPEN-DOOR EVENT IN LIMERICK: PINT OF SCIENCE

In May 2016 Joseph Coleman from University of Limerick gave a talk on Pint
of Science event in Limerick, where he promoted EXCELLABUST project and
BtS 2016 Workshop, raising the public’s awareness of both.

Pint of Science is an event where scientist and engineers ditch the lab coats
and deliver their research tales in a fun, engaging and approachable way by
bringing them to the local pub. Some of the most interesting and
knowledgeable scientists and engineers gathered in Limerick on the 25th of
May 2016 where people were invited to sit back, listen and engage with the
presenters over a pint.

5. UDG ORGANIZES R2B2 WORKSHOPS FOR PUPILS

workshops were held in March, April, May (two events) and July 2016.

Dissemination of research is a must nowadays. Back in 2009, at the
University of Girona and inspired in dissemination techniques of
MIT, three professors of Computer Vision and Robotics Institute
designed the R2B2 workshops. These 3-day workshops consist on

building underwater robots out of recycled materials in a low cost
basis. Teams of 3 to 5 students from 12 to 16 years old, conceive,
design, build and test their own prototypes at the University. The

Since EXCELLABUST project started, 4 R2B2 underwater robot’s construction and water testing for

youngster’s workshops have been done at the University of Girona. Around 50 students from different parts

of the area of Catalonia, build 14 fully functional underwater robots at CIRS building.
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6. MAREI OPEN DAYS IN JUNE - CORK HARBOUR FESTIVAL

On Saturday, 5th June 2016, the MaREl Centre for Marine and
Renewable Energy hosted a festival 'discovery day' event as a part of the
Cork Harbour Festival. 'Discover Oceans of Energy' event was a great
opportunity for MaREI to open the doors of the UCC Beaufort Building in Ringaskiddy, Co. Cork, Ireland, to
the public. The people were able to see the impressive new MaREl facilities and engage in some hands-on
marine and energy themed activities.

CORK SR,
HARBOUR
FESTIVAL

4-12 June 2016

SERY

L'I.‘ﬁx HARBOUR

More information on the event can be found here.

7. OPEN DAYS 2016 AT UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK, 20-21 OCTOBER

The University of Limerick - UL has hosted an Open Days 2016 event on
the 20th and 21st of October 2016. The event was a splendid success
with more than 12,000 prospective students, their parents and teachers
visiting the Campus to learn about the UL experience, inform themselves
on the available courses, visit the many research labs operating at the
university, and talk to the current students, lecturers and researchers.

o= The Department of Electronic & Computer Engineering introduced the

prospective students to the many robotics and communications undergraduate courses available within the
ECE Department, while the MMRRC researchers presented some of our ongoing research activities,
including the EXCELLABUST project, and demonstrated the control systems for underwater robots and the
head tracking camera system used to assist ROV pilots, which all drew much attention from the future UL
students.

More information can be found on University of Limerick and UL Open Days 2016 websites.

8. THE POLYTECHNIC SCHOOL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF GIRONA HOSTS FIRST® LEGO® LEAGUE 2016

FIRST® LEGO® LEAGUE (FLL) is an international program that promotes
the interest for the science and technology of youngsters between 10
and 16 years old. They are invited to have fun and get involved in

technology through a yearly challenge robotics competition. In the
contest, they will have to show their abilities to perform as a team, to
innovate and to solve real problems of the society. This year the
challenge was related to the collaboration between animals and
humans for a better society. Girona edition (28th of January 2017)
counted on 36 teams (around 300 students) and more than 100 volunteers. The event was a great success
and 600+ attendees enjoyed it. More about FLL Girona.
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